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Minutes of the Bungay Town Council Meeting Held on Thursday 19th June 2025, 

7:00pm at The Riverside Centre, The Staithe, Staithe Road, Bungay NR35 1BF 

In attendance in person: Councillors: Adams, Atterwill, Betts, Dawes, Escobar, Lodge, 

Love, O’Neill, Pearmain and Severyn. 

Roz Barnett — Outgoing Clerk, Tina Newby – Minute and Communications Clerk, Julie 

Bird – Incoming Clerk. 

District Councillor Speca was also in attendance (Left the meeting after his report).  

County Councillor Cloke attended via zoom. 

Public Forum:  one member of the public. 

FC-1-19/06/2025 - To receive and accept apologies for absence:  Cllrs: Crickmore, 

Carlile, Blowers-O’Neill and Hindes sent their apologies. 

FC-2-19/06/2025 - Declaration of Interest & Requests for Dispensations:  The following 

were declared: Item 06c; Cllrs Betts and Dawes. 

FC-3-19/06/2025 - To approve the minutes outstanding:  To approve the minutes of the 

Town Council Meeting held on the 15th May 2025.  RESOLVED: To approve the minutes 

for 15th May 2025, proposed by Cllr Betts, and seconded by Cllr Love, 9 in agreement 

with 1 abstention. 

FC-4-19/06/2025 – To receive Mayor’s report:  Noted. 

FC-5-19/06/2025 - County and District Councillor Reports:  

a. To receive the report from Suffolk County Council.  County Councillor Cloke was 

thanked for the grant of £1500 for Bungay Life. 

b. To receive the report from East Suffolk Council:  The following was discussed 

with District Councillor Speca. 

• The rising cost of car parks, same car parks have no cash alternatives. 

• There was a confusion of ESC discussing the Riverside Centre with RWT.  

October will the decision date, and then we can move forward.  The 

resolution was confirmed by Roz reading out the minutes of that 

respective meeting. 

• District Cllr Speca has stated that he has been in contact about the 

Riverside Centre with only the River Waveney Trust. 
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• Solar Farms were mentioned, the preference of solar farms on 

agricultural land is the preference of the owners. 

• The Four Rivers Project was discussed.  There was a heated discussion 

which was brought back to order by the Chair and the Clerk.  District Cllr 

Speca would not like this subject discussed again, as it has been brought 

up too many times. 

 

c. To receive the leaders report: None 

 

FC-6-19/06/2025 – To consider financial matters for the Financial Year 2025-2026 for 

approval. 

a. To note the Bank Reconciliation to 31st May 2025.  Noted 

b. To note the income and expenditure report to 31st May 2025.  Noted 

c. To consider payments due on 19th June and transfer of funds. RESOLVED: To 

approve the payments of £20,975.78, proposed by Cllr O’Neill and 
seconded by Cllr Love, 9 in agreement with 2 abstentions.  The transfer 

from savings to current of £60,000 was proposed by Cllr Betts and 

seconded by Cllr O’Neill unanimously agreed. 
d. To consider the insurance arrangement for the 3-year option.  RESOLVED: To 

approve the 3-year option for the insurance.  Proposed by Cllr Dawes and 

seconded by Cllr Pearmain.  Unanimously agreed. 

 

FC-7-19/06/2025 - To consider terms of reference allocate additional members to 

committees 2025-2026: 

a. To agree terms of reference for the Business Tourism and Heritage Committee 

and associated working groups (Christmas, Heritage Open Days and 

Communications).  Working groups Terms of Reference, should be approved by 

the committee. 

b. To agree terms of reference for Community Assets and Services Committee and 

associated working groups (Youth/Play, Assets/Townhall/Riverside). Noted. 

c. To consider additional members for committees: 

• Alan Pearmain on Community Asset and Services Committee:  There was 

a long discussion over the increase from 8 to 9 members.  Two Cllrs were 

against this and wanted an election.  RESOLVED: For the Clerk to return 

this issue to the CA&S Committee. Proposed by Cllr Dawes and 

seconded by Cllr Severyn, 8 in agreement with 2 objections. 

Cllr Atterwill then stated that he was not on the CA&S Committee his 

inclusion was a mistake.  Committee will now stand at maximum of 8. 

RESOLVED: To agree the change in councillors on CA&S Committee.  

Proposed by Cllr Severyn and seconded by Cllr Dawes.  Unanimously 

agreed. 
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• John Adams on Employment Committee (Removed from Appeals).  

RESOLVED: To agree the above, proposed by Cllr Pearmain and 

seconded by Cllr Atterwill.  Unanimously agreed. 

• Jordan Hindes on Planning, Environment and Highways.  RESOLVED: To 

agree the above, proposed by Cllr Pearmain and seconded by Cllr 

Dawes.  Unanimously agreed. 

• Phil Love on Appeals Committee.  RESOLVED: To agree the addition.  

Proposed by Cllr Pearmain and seconded by Cllr Dawes.  Unanimously 

agreed. 

 

FC-8-19/06/2025 – To review the process for co-opting councillors and agree any action. 

a. To approve the update to the co-option policy.  The policy was discussed and 

some of the Councillors were unhappy with the policy.  You do not need to 

accept the co-option candidates.  The candidates should be voted on with a 

show of hands as an approval.  RESOLVED: To agree the co-option policy as the 

pack.  Proposed by Cllr O’Neill and seconded by Cllr Atterwill.  8 in agreement, 

1 abstention and 1 objection. 

b. To agree the co-option process and media for current vacancy to be co-opted in 

July Full Council meeting.  RESOLVED: To agree the co-option at July meeting.  

Proposed by Cllr O’Neill and seconded by Cllr Love.  8 in agreement, 1 

abstention and 1 objection. 

 

FC-9-19/06/2025 - To note draft minutes from committee of: 

a. Business Tourism and Heritage 22nd May 2025 

b. Community Assets and Services – 5th June 2025. 

c. Planning, Environment & Highways – 12th June 2025. 

All above were noted. 

 

FC-10-19/06/2025 – To receive written reports from Town Council Representative on 

outside bodies. 

• There is a SALC Video available for 17th June 2025. 

 

FC-11-19/06/2025 – To note correspondence for information only:   

• SCC Proposals for Local Government Re-organisation.  Cllr Severyn has accepted 

the invitation. 

• A thank you letter has been written for Toto, raising £880.  Proposed by Cllr 

Severyn and seconded by Cllr Pearmain.  Unanimously agreed.  The Mayor then 

signed the letter.  

 

FC-12-19/06/2025 – Next Town Council Meeting: 17th July 2025 – noted. 
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FC-13-19/06/2025 - ADMISSION TO MEETINGS - PURSUANT TO SECTION 1(2) OF THE PUBLIC 

BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 IT IS PROPOSED THAT, BECAUSE OF THE 

CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED, THE PUBLIC AND PRESS LEAVE 

THE MEETING DURING CONSIDERATION OF THE REMAINING MATTERS.  RESOLVED: Proposed 

by Cllr Betts and seconded by Cllr Severyn.  Unanimously agreed. 

 

FC-14-19/06/2025 – To discuss Council Working arrangements: 

a. To note paper on effecting working of the Town Council.  The report was noted 

to be easy to understand, and it was written, using Arnold Baker.  RESOLVED: To 

agree the report.  Proposed by Cllr Pearmain and seconded by Cllr Atterwill, 

unanimously agreed. 

b. To note availability of staff:  Noted 

The Council has received a letter from outgoing Clerk Rosalind Barnett, thanking 

everyone. 

Rosalind stated that it is so important to have a good working relationship with 

County Councillor and District Councillors.  We need their support, so be 

respectful. 

c. To discuss and agree process for accepting apologies.  The Council agreed to go 

back to accepting apologies.  The Office has a record of written apologies.  For all 

meetings.  There is no need to note apologies from District and County 

Councillors. 

 

FC-15-19/06/2025 – To consider update on legal matters.  Mediation with the tenant 

has been booked for 11th September 2025.  The Council may consider moving the seat 

further up.  A site meeting would be preferable. 

 

The Clerk read out the Council statement regarding the Riverside Centre from Jan 2025 

meeting, stating that BTC withdraws management. 

 

 

Meeting closed: 8:36pm 
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