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[bookmark: _Toc210211544]2025/26 Cost of Living Community Grants
Community groups, voluntary organisations, and town and parish councils can now apply for grants of up to £2,000 (minimum £500) to support a range of projects focussed on keeping people warm, well-fed and connected to others in their community this winter. 
During the previous three years of the scheme, more than 75 projects have been supported with grants ranging from a few hundred pounds to the maximum £2,000. Projects include smaller ‘Warm Welcomes’ providing a warm space, refreshments and activities for residents, to cooking on a budget classes, support for food projects who are likely to see demand rise over the winter months, and many more. Grants are funded by East Suffolk Council and Suffolk County Council through the Suffolk Collaborative Communities Board.
The closing date is 9.00am on the 20 October however, applications will be considered on a rolling basis (or until all the funds have been allocated, whichever comes sooner). Therefore, the earlier you apply with a good quality application the better (please).
Please read the guidance below for all the details and before applying, then simply complete and return the application form:
· Cost of Living Community Grants guidance
· Cost of Living Community Grants application form
Website: 2025/26 Cost of Living Community Grants » East Suffolk Council

[bookmark: _Toc210211545]Winter Activities to Help Reduce Social Isolation for Older People / Home Instead
Funding to support local community events that enhance and enrich the lives of people over the age of 55 to combat loneliness and sometimes isolation ensuring they stay fit, active, healthy and connected and contributing to their local communities. Grants can be used for:
· Regular weekly or monthly events and activities such as weekly cinema club, weekly knit and natter or Thursday lunch club.
· One off activities such as a day trip or a Christmas lunch.
· Activities such as yoga or a guest speaker for the group such as a local historian.
There are four application windows per year (January, April, July and October). Applications received outside of these window will not be processed. Applications will be accepted from 1 October until 31 October and will be processed and awarded in November 2025.
Website: Apply For A Grant | Home Instead Charities
[bookmark: _Toc210211546]Supporting Vulnerable Families and Individuals / COSARAF 
Offering grants of up to £2,000 to organisations that support families and individuals who are in financial need and struggling with everyday costs such as basic expenses, utilities, or rent arrears. Supports recognised third-party social organisations, such as charities, housing associations, schools, and social services, which are acting on behalf of a family or individual in need. Applications can be submitted at any time.
Website: Hardship Grants - Cosaraf
[bookmark: _Toc210211547]Green Community Grants / Wildlife Trusts & Peoples Postcode Lottery 
Offers one-year flexible grants of up to £25,000 to organisations whose main aims and objectives fit with one of the following themes: 
· Contributing to nature recovery and responding to the climate emergency.
· Improving nature-rich spaces and access to them.
The grants can be used for a wider range of sustainable activities, including recycling, litter picking, beach cleans or sustainable transport. Not-for-profit groups can apply. The deadline for applications is 8 October 2025.
Website: Green Community Grants Programme | The Wildlife Trusts
[bookmark: _Toc210211548]Supporting Young Women & Girls / Triangle Trust 1949 Fund
Offering small grants of £10,000 to support smaller grassroots organisations with an annual income of £50,000 or less. For those led by women and whose beneficiaries are 100% women and girls for work that is taking place with young women and girls aged between 11 and 30 who have been in the criminal justice system or who are at a high risk of entering it. The funding is for work that is currently taking place, work that builds on something that a group is currently doing or a pilot if they want to try something new. The funding can be used towards salaries, activity costs and venue hire costs. The deadline for applications is 20 October 2025 but may close beforehand.
Website: Small Grants Programme - The Triangle Trust
[bookmark: _Toc210211549]Supporting Young Women & Girls (Criminal Justice) / Triangle Trust 1949 Fund
Funding specifically on young women and girls who have been in the UK’s criminal justice system or who are at a high risk of being drawn into it. The deadline for applications is 20 October 2025 (midnight).
Website: The Triangle Trust
[bookmark: _Toc210211550]Helping Disabled & Disadvantaged People Connect with Nature / CLA Charitable Trust
Applications for up to £5,000 are invited from charities and not-for-profit organisations for projects that improve the physical and mental health and wellbeing of people who are disabled or disadvantaged by helping them to visit and participate in recreational and educational opportunities in the countryside.  There are no application deadlines.
Website: CLA Charitable Trust • CLA
[bookmark: _Toc210211551]Various Themes / Postcode Places Trust (East of England) 
The organisation's main activities must be focused on one of four funding themes: 
Preventing or reducing the impact of poverty / Enabling participation in the arts / Supporting marginalised groups and/or tackling inequality / Improving mental health with a focus on organisations that are actively supporting specific mental health issues, rather than general mental wellbeing activities.
Applicants must be a Registered Charity / Community Interest Company (CIC) or Community Benefit Society. Applications are accepted from 25 September to 6 October 2025 (noon).
Website: www.postcodeplacestrust.org.uk
[bookmark: _Toc210211552]General Funding / Alastair James Memorial Trust Fund
Makes grants to other registered charities and to community/voluntary groups throughout East Midlands and East Anglia that have an annual income of £1.5 million or less. Also grants to individuals at the Trustees’ discretion in circumstances where those individuals can demonstrate an unfulfilled need. Purchase items of equipment, including - but not restricted to – vehicles, with a preference for equipment manufactured in the United Kingdom. The application deadline is Friday 10th October 2025
Website: The Alastair James Memorial Trust Fund - Registration Form

[bookmark: _Toc210211553]Forte Charitable Foundation
Grants are available to support small and medium sized charitable and not-for-profit organisations based in and carrying out work to improve the lives of people in areas of extreme urban deprivation or deprived rural districts. This could include the following types of activities:
Community services / Community centres / Alternative education / Training, mentoring, employment and volunteering opportunities / Youth – youth clubs and detached youth work / Counselling / Family support services / Substance misuse – recovery projects

Eligible areas:
Urban locations (with a population of more than 10,000 people) in England, Scotland and Wales - applicant organisations' postcodes must be ranked within the most deprived 15% of the Index of Multiple Deprivation.......
Rural locations (with a population of fewer than 10,000 inhabitants in a village/town) in England, Scotland and Wales - applicant organisations' postcodes must be ranked within the most deprived 50% of the Index of Multiple Deprivation.
There are no deadlines. 

Website: Small Grants | Forte Charitable Foundation

[bookmark: _Toc210211554]Youth Support / Million Hours Fund (DCMS / Community Fund Lottery)
Provides youth organisations with funding to deliver ‘extra hours of youth work’ / positive activities for young people in areas with higher rates of anti-social behaviour.  Examples of Open-Access Youth Work:

Drop-in youth clubs / After-school creative or sports sessions / Safe spaces for discussion or peer support / Street-based or outreach youth engagement
Funded activities must support young people to:  Improve emotional wellbeing / Develop practical and life skills / Feel safer and form trusted relationships with adults
Eligible Areas: 
· Beccles & Worlingham (E05012735); 
· Bungay & Wainford (E05012736); 
· Harbour & Normanston (E05012745); 
· Kirkley & Pakefield (E05012749).
The deadline to submit applications is midday on 22nd October 2025.
Website: Partnerships | The National Lottery Community Fund

[bookmark: _Toc210211555]Coming Soon..... Surviving Winter 2026 / Suffolk Community Foundation
Funding to help protect vulnerable residents from the harsh realities of winter. This year, heating homes for older people remains a priority, but they say they recognise that staying warm, well and connected goes beyond fuel support. They will be inviting local charities and community groups to apply for grants of up to £5,000 to deliver practical, impactful projects for those over 60 years of age. 
Further details awaited.
[bookmark: _Toc210211556]Coming Soon.....Strengthening Community Cohesion and Resilience / Government
Voluntary, community and social enterprise sector organisations that are working to bring people together from different backgrounds will be able to apply for capital grants of up to £10,000 from 13 October.
The government’s £1.7 million Common Ground Award aims to recognise good practice in promoting social cohesion, by directly investing in organisations making a positive impact. The funding is intended to support new builds, refurbishment, and expansion of facilities used to build bridging social capital. Funding can also cover essential equipment, such as laptops or furniture for the property. The grant will be open to applications from VCSE organisations with a base and operating in England, with charitable, benevolent or philanthropic purposes. 
Applications open 13 October 2025 and close 21 November 2025.
Website: Common Ground Award: prospectus - GOV.UK


		[bookmark: _Toc210211557]World Gaelic Week Events / Bòrd na Gàidhlig
Funding is available for activities taking place during Seachdain na Gàidhlig (World Gaelic Week), which will run from 23 February 2026 to 1 March 2026. Grants of up to £500 are available to individuals (over 18), voluntary and community groups, schools, educational institutions and professional organisations.
The deadline for applications is 31 October 2025.
Website: Small Grants Fund - Seachdain na Gaidhlig
[bookmark: _Toc210211558]Arts – Social Engagement / Cultural Bridge Fund 
The programme is committed to promoting a diverse and inclusive network. The activity supported, and the workforce of arts and culture organisations funded, should reflect the diversity of the UK and Germany, and as such applications are encouraged from diversity-led organisations and from those from under-represented backgrounds. The Fund is open to all arts and cultural organisations with proven expertise in socially engaged/participatory practice. 
Applications will be accepted from 1 October to 12 November 2025 (12 noon).

Website: Funding | Cultural Bridge

[bookmark: _Toc210211559]UK Arts Centres and Youth Projects / Arts Award Access Fund
Designed to help registered Arts Award centres that are experiencing a lack of funds. The programme is active in arts centres, colleges and schools, community projects, libraries, galleries, local authorities, theatres, youth clubs and youth justice settings. Grants of between £100 and £1,500 are available.
The deadline for applications is 10 October 2025.
Website: What is Access fund?

[bookmark: _Toc210211560]Art for Public Benefit / Jerwood Foundation 
Offering grants to organisations that focus on making art available for public benefit and promoting emerging talent in the arts.
The next deadline for applications is 15 October 2025. 
Website: Funding | Jerwood

[bookmark: _Toc210211561]IT Inclusion & Understanding / WCIT Charity 
Grants of up to £15,000 are available for educational establishments and constituted not-for-profit organisations to support IT projects and activities, within the themes of education, inclusion, IT for charities, and understanding of IT, such as the development and delivery of new services, solutions, training, apps, analytics, AI, robotics, or accessibility features/hardware. 
Applications are typically considered at four committee meetings per year. Deadline for consideration at the next committee meeting is 22 October 2025. 
Website: Home - WCIT Charity
[bookmark: _Toc210211562]Road Safety Trust
Organisations with public and professional associations, registered charities and university departments can apply for small grants of between £10,000 and £50,000 for projects aiming to reduce death and injury on the roads through providing independent funding for research and the development of innovative approaches.
Deadline 29 October 2025.
Website: Grants — Road Safety Trust
[bookmark: _Toc210211563]Tackling poverty – Exclusion – Environmental concerns & Social Injustice / Charles Plater Trust
Registered charities can apply now for a small grant of up to £5,000 to support projects of up to one year that address either of the following themes:
· Educational Social Action – projects need to deliver tangible outcomes to tackle poverty, exclusion, economic inequality or environmental concerns.
· Leadership for lay people - proposals for grant aid should be aimed at deepening the awareness of Catholic Social Teaching and Thought to better equip people to take on leadership roles in tackling poverty, exclusion, economic inequality, or environmental concerns, both within and outside the Church.
The deadline for applications is 9 October 2025 (17:00). 
Website: The Charles Plater Trust
	









			








[bookmark: _Toc183089830][bookmark: _Toc185864070][bookmark: _Toc192162878][bookmark: _Toc210211564]Usual tips to empower your own Funding Search / Applications 
East Suffolk Council Funding opportunities for local communities and charitable organisations:
Use this link to see a summary of our CURRENT funding schemes; a host of Funding Tips & Advice and examples of other external funding organisations:
Community grants and funding » East Suffolk Council
[bookmark: _Toc210211565]FREE Funding search tool - Funding 4 Suffolk:
Hosted by Community Action Suffolk, via a collaborative partnership with local authorities including East Suffolk Council. Tailored to the needs of Suffolk’s voluntary sector, it gives you access to a COMPREHENSIVE list of all the current funding opportunities on the Grantfinder database and you can ‘tailor’ a search to your own needs. It also aims to help support you and your organisation to secure funds, build capacity and improve your grant making efforts. The site also has guides to help you get the best from the search tool and top tips from funders on how to write successful applications….as well as, listings of local funder events and training opportunities. It means you can undertake a search at ANY TIME and it is the main source I use when searching for opportunities! 
Home | Funding 4 Suffolk (idoxopen4community.co.uk) 
[bookmark: _Toc210211566]Suffolk Community Foundation 
They regularly have a large number of opportunities. Website:  Current grants - Suffolk Community Foundation. You can contact their Grants Team at grants@suffolkcf.org.uk 
[bookmark: _Toc210211567]Suffolk County Council 
They also offer funding at various times and give other forms of help, support and possible funding sources too: Community Funding - Suffolk County Council

Please contact the individual funder, not me, if you have any questions about a specific Fund (unless an East Suffolk Council one of course!)….
…and if you are successful with an application, I’d love to hear about it please! Thank you.
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